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carious state in which it was, and England did not degenerate into a
republic while preserving the name of a monarchy. Nevertheless, Louis
instructed his ambassador to urge on Charles the necessity of recalling
James to his counsels; and in February Barrillon told Churchill that
Louis considered James's interests and his succession to the throne of
the first importance, and was of opinion that the preservation of the
monarchy was bound up with James's safety. Throughout the year the
ambassador and his master continued to advocate the termination of
James's exile; in spite of his vacillation of three years earlier, they both
regarded him as the more reliable of the two brothers.

Of James's private life in Scotland during his second and longest stay
there we have glimpses from his letters to his young niece, the Countess
of Litchfield, a natural daughter of Charles by Lady Castlemaine. In
these letters, stilted in style and bald in matter as they are, James appears
in a new and more human guise than he does in other letters of his that
have been preserved. On the whole we find that, though he is longing for
Charles's permission to return to England, he finds Scotland a good
country to live in. In particular the political atmosphere is calmer and
more pleasant there than in England:

Here false witnesses dare not come, perjury being death; if it had
been so in England so many innocent people had not suffered and
things would have been quieter than they are.

And again:

You must wonder if I have not sooner answered yours of the
2nd since I have had so much business upon my hands ever since
I received it, by reason of the sitting of the Parliament, for although
a Parliament here be not so troublesome as the English ones have
been of late, yet it takes up all one's time.

Princess Anne, now fourteen years of age, arrived on July 17, 1681;
she and her step-mother settled down to a routine of simple pleasures,
and in these James joined when he had time and inclination. Out of
doors they rode and indoors they played basset, Anne took part in
private theatricals, she and the Duchess danced country dances and
James occasionally condescended to join them; the Duchess unfortu-
nately had a fall from her horse, she escaped serious injury, but it was
some weeks before she could dance again with Anne. A troop of Irish
actors had come to Edinburgh and were "pretty tolerable"; at first
James and the ladies went to the theatre from time to time, later the
players performed twice a week at Holyrood House. James lamented